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respects, the Trump administration’s policies are “Trump-like.” In other
respects, they do not. While doing things that truly are “Trump-like” — build a
border wall, cut taxes, bail out Boeing, crush the media — the administration
is doing the kinds of things that really should be the exception rather than the
rule in American government: going easy on dictators and deploying troops,
blocking known chemical weapons, walking away from the Iran deal. Trump

has picked a new secretary of state and a new secretary of defense. If
anything, the former is more Trump-like than the latter. Rex Tillerson, who

was CEO of Exxon Mobil before becoming secretary of state, speaks Russian
and has strong business ties to Vladimir Putin. But he is qualified for the job

and has as yet made his differences with Trump on key issues clear.
Compared with the blustery and erratic James Mattis, the head of the
Department of Defense, Tillerson is generally placid and unassuming.

Advertisement But in other respects, the administration’s approach is not
“Trump-like” at all. On a number of key issues, Trump is looking at the world
with a different set of assumptions, and he is leading his team in a different
direction. Iran: Trump says he is going to tear up the Iran deal, and if so he

would be abandoning decades of U.S. policy in the region. In the past, a U.S.
president going his own way has nearly always been buffeted from behind:

his predecessors have usually been forced to back down after being taken to
the woodshed in the Congressional budget process and in the media. If Trump

follows through with the announcement, he would be doing something
entirely different. And that is part of the problem for the moment: In public,

the administration is still skirting the issue, letting the Iranians treat the
agreement as an option, not as a condition of U.S c6a93da74d
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